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Kafka and Fairy Story

Zeng Yanbing

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872;

School of Chinese Language and Literature, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387)

Abstract: Kafka was symbolized as a flag in the 20™ century western literature. Great

Kafka has been read by thousands of readers of different races all over the world.

Kafka's works are especially adored by his large number of children readers. His works

are fairly popular among them. They enjoy reading Kafka’s novels, which are adapted in

all kinds of children’ s books and cartoons. In his short life, Kafka always retained a
childlike heart. With a pure childlike heart, he embodied the world, observed it and

described it. All of these enable his novels to possess distinct fairy-tale characteristics.

Key words: Kafka; childlike naivety; fairy tale
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